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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD      16 January 2003 
 
SUBJECT: DETERMINATION ON THE SUITABILITY OF PROPOSED MAINTENANCE DREDGED 
MATERIAL FROM THE BRIDGEHAVEN MARINA ENTRANCE CHANNEL,  HOOD CANAL (2002-
2-00825), FOR  DISPOSAL AT THE ELLIOT BAY NONDISPERSIVE SITE. 
 

1.  Introduction. The following summary reflects the consensus determination of the Agencies that 
comprise the regional Dredged Material Management Program (DMMP) for the State of Washington.  
The agencies include the Corps of Engineers, Department of Ecology, Department of Natural Resources, 
and the Environmental Protection Agency.  The agencies are charged with determining the suitability of 
dredged material for in-water disposal and have evaluated the proposed maintenance dredging of up to 
4,000 cubic yards of material from the entrance channel with disposal at the Elliott Bay disposal site.  

 
Table 1.  Regulatory Tracking Information and Dates 
 

SAP submittal date: September 23, 2002 
SAP Approval date: October 9, 2002 
Sampling date(s): October 25, 2002 
Sediment data characterization report submittal date: January 14, 2003 
DAIS Tracking Number BRIDG-1-A-F-180 
Recency Determination Date:   Low-Moderate  (5-7 years)                         October 2007-2009 

 
2.  The project was ranked low-moderate for testing purposes. The sampling and analysis plan was 

approved on October 9, 2002 by the DMMP agencies for an estimated total dredged material footprint 
volume of approximately 4,000 cubic yards. Sampling of the proposed dredging footprint (see figure 1) 
was conducted on October 25, 2002, and consisted of collecting three gravity cores at three stations.  All 
respective cores were collected and composited for analysis as one Dredged Material Management Unit 
(DMMUs).   

 
3.  The Sampling and Analysis Plan approved by the Agencies for testing of the single DMMU was 

followed, and quality assurance/quality control guidelines specified by the PSDDA Users Manual were 
generally complied with. The data gathered were deemed sufficient and acceptable for decision-making 
by the DMMP agencies based on best professional judgment. 

 
4.  The results from sediment conventional analysis of the single composited sample are depicted in Table 

2. The results of the chemical testing indicated that all chemicals of concern were quantitated well 
below the screening level for all 58 chemicals of concern tested.  Therefore, biological testing was not 
required to render a suitability determination. 

 
5.  The DMMP agencies conclude from these testing results that all 4,000 cubic yards of proposed dredged 

material are suitable for unconfined open-water disposal at either a DMMP non-dispersive or dispersive 
disposal site. 

 
6.  This memorandum documents the suitability of proposed dredged sediments at the Bridgehaven Marina 

for disposal at a PSDDA open-water disposal site.  This determination of suitability does not preclude 
the consideration of this material for an appropriate beneficial use.  It does not constitute final agency 
approval of the project. During the public comment period which follows a public notice, the resource 
agencies will provide input on the overall project.  A final decision will be made after full consideration 
of agency input, and after an alternatives analysis is done under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water 
Act.  
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